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W       e, the directors of Friends of Kang Yun 
Foundation, are writing to invite your support in 

the construction of a new senior high school in Pingbian 
county, Honghe prefecture, Yunnan province, china.  The 
project will replace the one existing senior high school in the 
county with a new campus that will be able to accommodate 
3000 students, three times more than its predecessor, 
and provide them with facilities and opportunities 
comparable to those available to their brothers and sisters 
in more economically developed towns and cities in china.  The senior high 
school project is the culmination of Kang Yun Foundation’s eight-year investment 
in Pingbian education.   

pINGbIAN COUNTY: A pROmISING FUTURE

pingbian county remains one of the poorest and most remote frontier 
counties in southwestern china.  a Miao minority autonomous region, it 

supports a population of around 150,000 on 1904 square kilometers.  because 
of its remote location, mountainous geography, lack of natural resources, and 
multi-ethnic demography (Han, Yi, Zhuang, and Yao, beside the Miao), Pingbian 
county was designated in 1994 as one of china’s prime targets for development  
and poverty relief.   

 The average annual income in Pingbian is significantly lower than both the 
national rural average and the provincial rural average, and less than one tenth of the 
national urban average, as shown in the table below.

NATIONAl
YUNNAN 

pROvINCE
pINGbIAN
COUNTY

AvERAGE 
INCOmE IN 

2007

Urban rMb 13,786 rMb 11,496 n/a

rural rMb 4,140 rMb 2,634 rMb 1,332

 in recent years, following market liberalization and increased trade and 
transportation links with the neighboring greater Mekong region, Pingbian has 
experienced significant economic growth.   The local economy has diversified beyond 
basic agriculture and forestry to include the cultivation of cash crops, hydroelectric 
development, and eco-tourism.  The results of growth in the county’s economy are 
seen both in the continuing development of the county seat, Yuping town, and in the 
falling numbers of its inhabitants living in absolute poverty.   Though still extremely 
poor, Pingbian county’s prospects are improving.

STORIES 
FROm pINGbIAN

ChAOjIN WANG
Baifu Village
6th Grade
Kangyun Baifu Hope School

little chaojin’s parents left 
him when he was only a few 

months old. From that time, he and 
his grandmother have depended on 
one another to survive. His elderly 
grandmother used to make a living 
by collecting refuse and selling 
medicinal herbs. However, as bad 
luck would have it, last year a serious 

illness left her bed-ridden, which made 
life for the two of them even harder.

 11-year-old chaojin became 
the pillar of the family. He wakes up 
early every day to make breakfast for 
his grandmother and hurries home 
after school to cook meals, wash and 
change his grandmother’s clothes, 
and consult with doctors to purchase 
medicine. These heavy household 
chores often leave chaojin dazed.  every 
month, the village committee gives this 
impoverished family a stipend of rMb 
150, and they also receive some help 
from friends and family.  but after paying 
their medical expenses, they have very 
little left.

 in order to save money, 
chaojin budgets carefully; for instance, 
he bought himself no new clothes 
over new Year. if poverty is his biggest 
problem, loneliness and a sense of 
abandonment are most painful to 
him. Suffering from her illness, his 
grandmother has become moody and 
temperamental, and sometimes vents 
her anger on chaojin with harsh words 
and reprimands.

CONTINUES ON  pAGE 4
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 However, it is clear that only where economic 
development is matched by cultural and educational development 
can long-term poverty reduction, social harmony, and 
eventually, lasting prosperity be secured.  Funding education 
is an investment in human capital and potential; educational 
opportunity leads directly to economic opportunity as children  
grow into adults.  

ThE pINGbIAN COUNTY 
SChOOl SYSTEm
The county has one senior high school (grades 10-12), one 

vocational school, seven junior high schools (grades 7-9), 
and 120 primary schools.  These schools are scattered around 
the mountains and valleys of the county.  Some are very hard to 
reach, even by four-wheel drive vehicle.  Students in the county 
must traverse steep terrain every morning to attend their schools, 
and return home by the same route in the evening.  The difficulty 
of access causes many students to board at school during the week 
from a very young age.   

 of the 120 primary schools, 40 are complete grade (1-
6), and the rest incomplete, comprising either grades 1-4 or 5-6. 

There are around 12,000 students in Pingbian primary schools 
(grades 1-6).  The seven junior high schools hold approximately 
6500 students (grades 7-9).  The existing senior high school 
currently can hold only 1000 students; therefore only about 
15% of graduating junior high school students are able to pass 
through to senior high school.  around half of senior high 
school graduates matriculate at a college or a university. 

KANG  YUN FOUNDATION  
IN pINGbIAN COUNTY

Kang Yun’s involvement with 
Pingbian county began in 2001, 

when captain j. W. Wang, the chairman 
of the foundation, contacted Project Hope 
Pingbian to inquire into the possibility of a 
charitable contribution to local education.  
although the local education board was 
initially uncertain of the exact nature of the 
overture, j.W. quickly won their trust and 
developed a highly efficient and productive 

collaborative relationship.   He paid his first visit to the county 
in august of that year, and signed an agreement to rebuild the 
old baige primary school in March 2002.  The project was 
completed in october 2002.  

 From 2002 to 2008, Kang Yun Foundation has 
completed nine primary school reconstruction projects and 
one school refurbishment in Pingbian county, for a total 
investment of around US$580,000.  Kang Yun works with 
the local education board and Project Hope to locate schools 
whose structures have become unsafe or unsuitable for 
students, replacing them with clean, bright, modern school 
buildings. to view photos of the progress of each of these 
projects, please visit www.kangyunfriends.org.

Kang  Yun Hope primarY ScHoolS examination paSS rateS

YEAR AvERAGE pASS RATE 
(lITERATURE) (%)

AvERAGE pASS RATE 
(mATh) (%)

COUNTY KANG YUN 
hOpE

COUNTY KANG YUN 
hOpE

2005 66.30 70.50 65.2 78.6
2006 72.80 73.95 73.1 87.3
2007 76.17 80.70 84.5 87.9
2008 80.0 84.0 84.9 88.2

 life is hard for chaojin.  Though he often cries in 
private, he never sheds a tear in front of his grandmother. He 
knows it is down to him to prop up his grandmother’s spirits 
and to sustain her will to live using his own strength and 
liveliness.  to cheer her up every day, he tells his grandmother 
interesting stories from school, and shows her his excellent 
homework and test papers.

 Though each day is a struggle for chaojin, he never 
speaks of it in front of others. instead, he silently carries the 
burden of life on his narrow shoulders. 
Some have urged chaojin to take a more 
long-term approach: his grandmother 
was now very old, he shouldn’t 
neglect his studies on her behalf.   but 
chaojin replied, “i know studying 
is important, of  course it is, but my 
grandmother needs even more care and 
attention.  after all, without her, where  
would i be?”

CONTINUED FROm pAGE 3
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ThE SENIOR hIGh 
SChOOl pROjECT
In 2005, the Honghe prefectural government inaugurated the “1650” project, 

whose aim was to build sixteen new senior high schools (some of which would 
be designated Vocational High Schools) in three years and raise the admittance 
rate of junior high school graduates in the prefecture to 50%.  Honghe instructed 
Pingbian county to commence construction of its new senior high school  
within the year.

 The new school, at class 1, grade 3 specification, would be  
completed in two phases: 

Phase I 
teaching building

Four Student Dormitories
Kitchen and cafeteria building

Phase II
library

gymnasium
assembly Hall

Service and Support center
office

laboratory building
Stadium

 lacking the resources to fund a project of this size, Pingbian contracted 
with a private company to build the senior high school.  in consideration, the 
company would receive the franchise to operate and manage the school, charge 
and receive school fees, for a period of fifty years.  in june 2007, the private 
company withdrew from the project, citing funding difficulties of their own.  The 
teaching building, the cafeteria, and two dormitories had been completed; the 
company asked to be reimbursed for the expenses it had incurred to date.

 Kang Yun Foundation, with the support of Friends of Kang 
Yun, has pledged rMb 10 million towards the construction costs of the 
remainder of the project.  

plEASE CONTRIbUTE

STORIES 
FROm pINGbIAN

mEI lU
Malong Di Village
6th Grade
Kang Yun Dimi Hope School

my name is Mei lu, i’m just twelve years 
old this year, and i am from one of the 

most backward and remote mountain villages 
– Malong Di. i am now a sixth grade pupil in 
Kang Yun Dimi Hope School, Xinxian Village, 
Pingbian county. our household is very poor 
and there are four persons in my family: my 
parents, my elder brother and i. My mother 
and father are illiterate and rely on planting 
fields to support our family. i have studied in 
Kang Yun Dimi Hope School by myself since 
i was very young, from the first grade, because 
my home is far away, accessible only by a hilly, 
muddy road. So i have boarded at school 
since first grade, and the time has passed very 
quickly, five years have gone in the blink of an 
eye. i don’t how i made it through, but in my 
opinion my teacher’s care and help have been 
the biggest reason. because i have been away 
from my parents for most of the the time 
since i was small, it is my teacher chen who 
has looked after me and helped me grow up.

 i remember one Friday afternoon 
there was a thunderstorm. My classmates had 
all gone home, but i was left in the classroom. 
teacher chen came in and said: “Mei lu, the 
weather is awful and it is raining heavily. it is 
almost dark; are you going to try to go home 
alone?” i did not say anything but shook my 
head. i was very scared at the time because 
my house was than 3 hours away.  The roads 
through the mountains were difficult under 
normal conditions, even without the heavy 
rain. teacher chen brought an umbrella and 
said: “let’s go. i will walk you home.”   
 
 

CONTINUES ON pAGE 6
Plan of Pingbian Senior High School 
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 i followed behind teacher chen, who held out 
his hand to guide me, walking toward my home. We were 
like a father and daughter, walking in heavy rain. The whole 
journey, teacher chen was like a family member, taking 
care of me. after more than three hours, climbing rugged 
mountain roads and muddy paths 
through the fields, we finally 
arrived home. teacher chen 
hadn’t noticed that heavy rain had 
wet his pants and sleeves. He was 
too busy taking care of me and i 
was totally dry. i had just finished 
saying, “Thank you, teacher,” 
when teacher chen said good-
bye to my parents and headed 
back to school. just watching 
him disappear into the heavy 
rain, my eyes became moist, 
and i experienced something 
beyond description... What’s more, he would take us to 
hospital when we became sick during class and he would 
reach out to help us when there were difficulties in our 
daily lives... teacher chen is in my heart dearer to me even  
than my father.

 teacher chen, thank you for your concern and 
help, these are words from the bottom of my heart. at 
the same time, i also want to thank my uncles and aunts 
from Kang Yun Foundation who have provided a more 
comfortable and peaceful environment for children in 
remote mountainous areas. With your support and concern, 
and the instruction that our loving teachers give us, we will 
study harder to repay you with excellent marks.

plEASE CONTRIbUTE
We invite you to consider funding the capital for some 

or any of the following remaining projects needed to 
complete the Pingbian Senior High School.  approximate costs are 
indicated in bold:

academIc BuIldIngs
• Library RMB 3,900,000
• Assembly Hall RMB 1,360,000
• Laboratory building RMB 2,600,000

admInIstratIve BuIldIngs
• Office building RMB 2,400,000 
• Service and Support Center RMB 1,500,000

sPorts FacIlItIes 
• Gymnasium RMB 1,850,000
• Stadium RMB 2,520,000

Sponsors who provide 50%-100% funding for any of the 
above will receive exclusive naming rights on the building.

equIPment, materIals and FurnIshIngs
• 45,000 books, 100 sets of desks and chairs, 30 sets of 
bookshelves   RMB 710,000                
• Portable multimedia equipment for teaching: 5 sets 
(projector, computer) RMB 150,000
• Biology and chemistry lab equipment RMB 170,000 
• Music, athletic, and art education equipment and installation 
RMB 150,000 

CONTINUED FROm pAGE 5

PBSHS Teaching Building , 2nd floor landing
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DONATION AppROvAl, FUNDING 
AND REpORTING pROCESS
The approval process advances in three phases:

1. Written, updated proposals for each of the above projects 
will be submitted to the Kang Yun Foundation by the 
Pingbian education board and Project Hope. 
2. The Foundation will conduct a site inspection, if necessary, 
to ascertain the capacity, safety, and overall conditions of 
each project.  
3.  a recommendation, including approximate costs, will be 
submitted to the directors of the Foundation.

Once a proposal is approved, a contribution agreement is 
signed with the Pingbian education board and Project 

Hope, detailing the contribution amount; the main construction 
items, subordinate construction and/or purchase of equipment; 
stipulations concerning bank accounts to which funds will 
be remitted; a schedule of release of funds; a construction 
time line; tendering and supervisory quality control; and  
oversight controls.

 The Foundation maintains strict parameters regarding 
the release of funds (which is phased and contingent on delivery 
of specified objectives) and the accounts to which funds will be 
remitted.  a separate bank account must be opened to receive 
each contribution, and the bank will undertake to release funds 
to the Project Hope’s working account only upon receipt of a 
letter of authorization from the Foundation.  a further letter of 
authorization is required before the bank at which the working 
account is held will in turn release funds to Project Hope, according 
to the schedule contained in the contribution agreement.

 The Foundation further undertakes to manage and 
monitor, at its own expense, each of the remaining Pingbian 
Senior High School Projects on behalf of the funding sponsors 
according to the process described above, and further to report in 
detail to them.

 Friends of Kang Yun Foundation is a U.S.-based 501 (c) 
(3) organization formed to promote educational development 
in rural china by supporting the work of Kang Yun Foundation 
(Hong Kong) company limited.  it also actively supports the 
work of educational charities in other developing countries.  (For 
more information, please see www.kangyunfriends.org.)

 Donations made to Friends of Kang Yun by U.S. 
residents are tax deductible.

RURAl EDUCATION
IN ChINA:
DISpARITIES AND UNDERFUNDING

The immense difference between life in urban and rural 
areas in china is felt everywhere, but perhaps its greatest 

burden is borne by rural children.  according to a 2005 report 
on chinese education by a delegation of asia Society and 
the council of chief State School officers, “more than half 
of china’s population is engaged in agriculture, and more 
than 70 percent of its rural population lives on less than two 
dollars a day.  While the top tier of china’s school system is 
a productive, exam-oriented meritocracy, rural schools that 
serve 800 million people lag behind in teacher qualifications, 
facilities, student achievement, and access to upper secondary 
and higher education. This rural–urban income and education 
gap is the biggest challenge to china’s peaceful growth.”

NATIONAl DISpARITIES
Although government spending on education in absolute 

terms has risen substantially over the last 15 years, 
the percentage of gDP spent on public education in china 
remains very low, at 2.8% (2004), compared with a world 
average of almost 5%.  Meantime, education’s share in total 
government expenditure has been declining since the mid-
1990s, from 15.6% in 1997 to 12.1% in 2003.  as a proportion 
of per capita gDP, spending per student in primary school was 
6.1% in china in 2000, compared to 7.2% in india, and 21.3% 
in japan.   as these last numbers suggest, the underfunding of 
education in china is felt mainly at the primary and secondary 
levels; government spending per student in higher (college 
and university) education in 2000 was seven times higher than 
its expenditure per secondary school student, and 14 times 
higher than its expenditure per primary school student. 

REGIONAl DISpARITIES
Responsibility for government education expenditure in 

china is devolved mainly to the county level, with local 
government budgets responsible for around 90% of educational 
spending.  The large differences in economic development and 
tax revenue among counties, combined with the inadequacy 
of transfer payments from higher administrative levels, 
result in very large disparities in education expenditure.  The  

CONTINUES ON pAGE 8
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 We would be pleased to communicate directly with you 
at your earliest convenience to answer any questions you may 
have, to provide further information and assist you with your 
kind consideration and decision.  Please feel free to contact us at 
the email address below.

Many thanks and best regards,

Friends of Kang Yun Foundation 
kangyunfriends@gmail.com

disparities are measurable both regionally – for example, in 
2004, the amount spent per primary school pupil in Shanghai 
was nearly six times higher than in Yunnan province as a whole 
–  and between urban and rural areas in general.  The national 
average expenditure per primary school pupil (i.e. in urban 
and and rural areas combined) was 1,296 yuan in 2003, but in 
rural areas it was only 1,058 yuan.  The disparity is yet larger 
in junior high schools, where the comparable figures in 2003 
were 1,669 yuan and 1,211 yuan.

 investment in educational infrastructure in rural 
areas is even more limited. Since approximately 90% of the 
education budget in rural areas is consumed by employee 
salary payments, the resources available for other goods and 
services are few.  The proportion of the budget allocated 
to rural school construction and renovation is miniscule: 
only 1.6% of expenditure in primary education, 2.0% of 
expenditure in junior secondary education, and 7.7% in senior  
secondary education.

 The low level of funding available to primary 
and secondary rural education in china has a direct and 
detrimental effect on the educational prospects of children 
born in rural areas.  teachers in these counties are paid less 
and must cope with larger class sizes, creating a disincentive 
for them to remain.  rural schools are too often dilapidated, 
under-equipped, overcrowded, and in debt.  Parents are forced 
to weigh the benefits of such an education against financial 
and opportunity costs.  as a result, life-altering opportunity 
is denied those who most need it.  after the first nine years 
of compulsory education, only 40% of students in rural areas 
go on to attend senior high school (grades 10- 12), compared 
to 80% of their urban counterparts.  rural students who 
hope to attend college or university face even steeper odds: 
just 2% of those aged 18-24 from rural areas are enrolled as 
undergraduates, compared to 13% of urban dwellers in the 
same age group.   
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PBSHS Teaching Building , 3rd floor computer room


